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About the Scheme 

The ALRSGBI Surgical Observership Scheme enables surgeons and senior trainees to 
observe expert colleagues performing advanced laparoscopic and robotic procedures 
across UK NHS Trusts. It promotes professional development, technique refinement, 
and cross-institutional learning. 

Purpose of Observerships 

• Observe technical and non-technical aspects of surgery 

• Learn new techniques and refine existing ones 

• Engage in peer-to-peer knowledge exchange 

• Support CPD and appraisal documentation 

Who Can Host 

• Consultant surgeons  

• ALRSGBI members 

• Performing procedures with educational value (e.g. robotic oesophagectomy, 
bile duct exploration) 

• Willing to host up to 3 observers per session 

Host Responsibilities 

• Provide case details and availability 

• Ensure observers are briefed on conduct and confidentiality 

• Confirm non-clinical role 

• Submit feedback post-visit 

Legal & Governance 

• Observers must not engage in clinical activity 

• No access to patient records or documentation 

• No honorary contracts or occupational health clearance required 

• Observerships are self-funded and self-arranged 

• Trusts may be notified informally 



Visit Format 

• Day visit or overnight 

• Direct contact between host and visitor 

May count toward CPD or study leave 


